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Local Dates To Remember 

 PHS JV Boys & Girls Basketball: Jan 4  (4 pm)  

 PHS Varsity Boys Swimming: Jan 4 (5 pm) 

 PHS Varsity Girls Basketball: Jan 4 (5:30 pm)

 PHS Varsity Boys Basketball: Jan 4 (7 pm)  

 PHS Varsity Boys Swimming: Jan 5 (10 am) 

School Board Meeting: Jan  8 (7 pm)  

PHS JV Girls Basketball: Jan 11 (TBD) 

 PHS Varsity Girls Basketball: Jan 11 (TBD)  

PHS JV Girls Basketball: Jan 12 (TBD) 

 PHS Varsity Girls Basketball: Jan 12 (TBD)  

 PHS Freshman Girls Basketball: Jan 15  (5 pm) 

 PHS Freshman Boys Basketball: Jan 15  (6:30 pm) 

PMS Boys Basketball: Jan 17 (2 pm)  

 PHS Freshman Boys Basketball: Jan  19  (12 pm) 

 PHS JV Girls Basketball: Jan 19 (12 pm)  

 PHS JV Boys Basketball: Jan 19 (1:30 pm)  

 PHS Freshman Girls Basketball: Jan 19  (1:30 pm)  

 PHS Varsity Girls Basketball: Jan 19 (3 pm)  

 PHS Varsity Boys Basketball: Jan 19  (4:30 pm)  

PMS Boys Basketball: Jan 22 (4:15 pm)

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

Assistant Superintendent Message 

Let me begin by wishing you a Happy New Year filled with many successes and con-
tinued progress!  As we ring in the New Year, we see this as the ideal opportunity to 
check in with students and families to ensure that our students are on-track, prepared 
and ready to go for the second-half of the year. What we have observed, as we ap-
proach the midpoint of the school year, is that students are academically strong and 
that our instructional and support team remains energized.   

 
When we take a look at the year-in-review, we have much to be proud of in terms of 
student achievement.  Each of our schools is above the state average in every     
student achievement category.  We will continue to work on areas where we can 
grow to ensure students learn at high levels.  Finally, in this current climate, student 
and staff safety continues to be a top priority for us. This is made possible with a sup-
portive community that helps us make certain that students are safe as they travel to 
and from school and in our community.  Happy New Year! - Mr. Jason Sleep  

January’s Middle School Student Recognition 

Aiden Long 
 

6th Grade Student  
  

Aiden Long has been working very hard each 
and every day in Math.  He and one other 
student push each other to  complete their 

assignments daily.  It is almost a competition. 
He loves doing his math on paper.  He utilizes 

his time in the latter half of Mr. Bonander’ s 
class and continues when he enters Mrs. 
Simpson’s class.  Aiden finishes with top 
notch results every day.  This has led to 

increased scores on his common assess-
ments.  I have been very proud of his efforts 

and he  will strengthen his mathematical 
concepts if this effort continues.  He is a 

positive and jolly young man that has brought 
sunshine to the classroom. 

 
 

“Powell Middle School has been amaz-
ing.  The teachers are awesome and my 

classes are super fun.  I've been 
having a great time at the middle 

school and I have learned a lot, I have 
also made lots of friends here in sixth 
grade.  I have had a fun time here at 

Powell Middle School.” 

Aramonie Brinkerhoff 
 

7th Grade Student  
  

Aramonie carries an exemplary work 
ethic, a positive attitude, and a kind 

demeanor with her every day she walks 
into Powell Middle school. She is intrin-
sically driven to persevere and succeed 
while always willing to provide a helping 
hand. Aramonie is a joy to have in our 

7th grade classes!   
 
 
 
 

“Powell Middle School is an amazing 
school with wonderful opportunities 

including sports, academic events and 
competitions, wonderful teachers and 
staff, along with great, kind and com-
passionate students. PMS is great at 
helping everyone succeed and amazing 
at providing different, unique opportu-

nities for each student.”  

Gabriella Paterson  
 

8th Grade Student  
  

Gabby Patterson exceeds average 
student behaviors. She works very hard 
in all classes, is always prepared, com-
pletes assignments consistently early, 
and goes above and beyond on all of 

her work. Her positive attitude is demon-
strated in all scenarios; she is incredibly 

supportive of her peers and excels in 
extracurricular activities. 

 
 

“Powell Middle School is an amazing 
environment to learn in; the teachers 
are always there to support you even 
through tough times. Throughout my 
life, I have experienced many things, 
good and bad; PMS has always been 

there with loving friends, teachers, and 
other staff to help me through it. I 
want to remind some of the other 

students that learning may not be fun 
and you may struggle, but don't give up 
because you're too lazy or it's too hard 
- push through. I want to say thank you 
to all of the teachers who have taught 
me over the years, but I want to say a 
special thank you too the eighth grade 
teachers for nominating me for this 

special opportunity.”  



January’s Staff Recognition! 

 

Christy Schwartz  

 
PCSD#1 Administrative  

Assistant, Transportation 
 

Recognizing 5 years of above & beyond 
service  

 
 

Christy has worked in education for a total of eleven years 
and has dedicated five years to PCSD1. Christy is recognized 
by co-workers as a problem solver, confidant, and a jack of all 
trades. Christy organizes weekly schedules, assigns school 

vehicles for trips, and sometimes transports students to, from, 
and in between school buildings and their homes. A true team 

player, Christy has even been known to hop on a bus route 
and serve as a bus para when needed.  

 
 

“I would have to say that my favorite part of the job is 
getting to know the students that I am privileged to work 

with, to encourage them and see their achievements 
throughout the year. It is also very rewarding to take a 

crazy week on the schedule and make it work out so that all 
the trips can be taken and all the assignments for drivers 

can be filled. We are just one small cog on the bigger    
machine that keeps this district thriving and being the best 

school district to work for.”  

 

Kyle Rohrer 

 
PCSD#1 Educational Leader & 

PMS Building Principal  
 

Recognizing 8 years of above & beyond 
service  

 

 
 

Kyle has worked in education for a total of fourteen years and 
has dedicated eight years to PCSD1. Kyle ensures students and 
staff have a safe learning environment while also ensuring they 

gain the experiences and skills that will help them to be        
successful in life. Kyle is recognized by students and coworkers 
for his positivity and his ability to make a great learning environ-

ment even better! Kyle believes in shared leadership and is 
always open to new ideas or better ways of accomplishing tasks 
and objectives. Kyle always works diligently to smile, be visible, 

and put a smile on faces throughout the day.   
 
 

“My favorite part of the job is building relationships – I take 
pride in knowing everyone’s name and maybe a little about 

them. I feel relationships are the foundation to building the 
trust to a safe learning environment where trust is shared.” 

 
Vin Cappiello  

 
PCSD#1 PHS Language Arts 

& Journalism Instructor  
 

Recognizing 3 years of above & 
beyond service  

 
 

Vin has worked in education for a total of twenty-three years 
and has dedicated three years to PCSD1. Vin teaches English 
9, English for College 2, and Journalism. Vin is recognized for 

his dedication and passion towards helping students prepare for 
their future. Vin helps students prepare resumes, college     

essays, and secure letters of recommendation. Vin also goes 
above and beyond to help journalism students write and edit 

news stories, take photos, and provide all content for the high 
school’s online newspaper, phsprowl.com.   

 
“Students are so talented. It’s so gratifying to watch them mature as 

learners, especially as writers, as they progress through high school. The 
PHS staff is amazing. Every person here has a genuine concern for each 

and every student they encounter over the course of a typical day.  
 

As far as my favorite part of my teaching day … journalism is a high point. 
People tell me I have ink running through my veins. Student journalists are 
becoming very passionate at PHS and are a voice for their peers. The fact 

these kids were recognized as the All-State Online Newspaper by the 
Wyoming High School Student Press Association for their work during the 
2017-18 school year – their first year of existence – says a lot about the 

kinds of kids who want to report school news.” 

 
Julie Sheets 

 
PCSD#1 Third Grade Teacher, 

Parkside Elementary  
 

Recognizing 28 years of above &    
beyond service  

 

 
 

Julie has worked in education for a total of thirty-two years and 
has dedicated twenty-eight years to PCSD1. Julie is recognized 
by students and staff for her continued dedication towards stu-
dents and their learning. As a third grade teacher, Julie helps 

students learn academically while also teaching students how to 
collaborate and treat each other respectfully and kindly.  

 
 

“I think the favorite part of my job is the people! Our       
administration and board are extremely invested in all of the 

staff and students. Their support is so appreciated. My    
colleagues are a blast and so talented. Together, we have the 

chance to work together for kids. And, well, the kids are   
always a major part of the picture. No two students are alike, 

no two school years are the same, and I have had so many 
memories with countless young people over the years.” 



GREGORIAN CALENDAR - 2019 

JEWISH CALENDAR - 5779 

ISLAMIC CALENDAR - 1440 

CHINESE CALENDAR - 4715 

PERSIAN CALENDAR - 1397 

MAYAN CALENDAR - 13.0.6.2.2 

SCIENTIFIC CALENDAR - 13.8 billion  

 

 

Top Media Event: 
TIME SQUARE BALL 
DROP  
An estimated 1 billion people 
around the world will tune in to 
watch the iconic crystal ball 
drop in New York City as they 
bid farewell to 2018.  

Most Famous City:  
NEW YORK 

An estimated 1 million travelers 
will gather in the streets to ring 

in the new year under 
a shower of confetti 

containing wishes 
written by visitors in 

Time Square. 

Most Popular Parade:  
THE ROSE PARADE  
It takes more than 18 million 
flowers to make this beautiful 
parade in Pasadena, California 
blossom. Most Traditional Song: 

AULD LANG SYNE 
The classic Scottish folk song was originally 

a poem, and means “the good old days” or 
“long, long ago.” It’s a fitting tribute to a year 

soon to be gone. 
Classic Beverage 
CHAMPAGNE 
If your over 21, pop a cork and toast 2019 with a flute 
of champagne. Most who sip the celebratory bubbly 
prefer it to be sparkling & dry. Consider sparkling 
cider for those under 21. 

46% of people keep 
resolutions for at least 6 

months  

8% of people keep  
resolutions for the entire 

year 

Consider these 5 
tips to increase 
your chances of 

keeping  
resolutions! 

#1 
Limit the number of resolutions you 
make! - Instead of making 20 resolu-
tions, pick your top 3! You’ll have more 
chance of success if you don’t over-
whelm yourself.  

#2 
Be realistic! - Make sure your goals are 
obtainable & realistic! The key is to set 
yourself up for success, rather than set-
ting unrealistic goals that you won’t ob-
tain.  

#3
Track your progress! - Plan! Write 
down what you intend to do each day to 
help accomplish your goal! Consider 
using the app DONE to help keep you on 
track & log your progress!  

#4
Set incentives & consequences! - 
When you set a goal or make a commit-
ment binding in this way, you’ll think 
twice before backsliding! Incentives will 
also make staying on track easier! 

#5
Enlist friends & family to help you 
stay on track! - Outside support can 
help you reinforce commitments and 
goals! Motivation from others is often just 
what you need to achieve your goal!  

 

 

 

Never turning an athlete away, the PHS swimming 
and diving team is the largest team they’ve had in 
years. Practicing more than any other sport, a total 
of 19 students practice morning and afternoon, 
four days a week.  

“If I can keep my balance, I don’t 
feel like I swam hard enough.” 

- Jay Cox, Student 

Students get into shape both in and outside of the 
pool using circuit and dry land training. Dry land 
training focuses on students form outside of the 
pool while circuit training focuses on strengthen-
ing cardio and stamina.  

“I keep coming back to spend time with 
my friends, to keep out of trouble, and 

for my mom.”  
- Trenton Wilson, Student

While swimming and diving is an individual sport, 
“the team is like a family, responsibility is equally 
shared with team mates,” says student Joe Rogers. 
Part of this responsibility includes keeping up 
grades. The swimming and diving team is the only 
sports team to practice a no F travel policy. Stu-
dents voted to adopt this policy, meaning any 
team member with an F, in any class, cannot   
participate in competitions out of town.  

The no F policy helps students maintain a high GPA 
and also gain the skills needed to be successful 
outside of the pool.  

Goals for the team this year include building core 
strength and improving swimming times. The  
record board is a huge motivator for the team! 
Students specifically hope to beat the 1989 400 
meter relay record, a time of 3 min. and 25 sec. 
With seven state qualifiers already, chances are 
good that students will accomplish this goal! 

2018-2019 PHS Swimming & Diving Team 

Photo Credits (All Photos): Scott Schiller 



PHS student’s grades 9-12 are 
working on a drone project that 
aims to take what students learn in 
class and encourages them to 
apply this knowledge outside the 
classroom setting! PHS Drone Club 
has been chosen as one of five 
finalists for the Samsung Solve for 
Tomorrow grant in the state of 
Wyoming. The Samsung Solve for 
Tomorrow grant is designed to 
boost student’s interest and profi-
ciency in Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math (STEM). 
This nationwide contest challenges 
teachers and students in grades 6-
12 to show how STEM can be 
applied to help improve their local 
community. Should PHS students 
win, they will be awarded a 
$20,000 grant to implement their 
project in our community. The grant 
will help students get their drone 
project off the ground, literally! 

People think badly of drones, 
but they can actually be used 

for a lot of good. 

- Student Alan Merritt 

The project PHS students are 
working on will use drones to help 
the Game and Fish Dept., BLM, 
Wyoming Sugar Co., and local 

farmers and ranchers in the Powell 
area. Students will help BLM and 
the Game and Fish Dept. identify 
erosion and invasive species. 
Working with the Wyoming Sugar 
Co., students plan to attach an 
infrared camera onto the drone that 
will identify warm spots in beet 
piles, reducing beet rot. Students 
will help farmers & ranchers locate 
weeds, identify dry patches in 
crops, and locate stock by provid-
ing an aerial view of their land. This 
will allow farmers and ranchers the 
opportunity to quickly take care of 
problems, saving both time and 
energy!  

Students use a variety of skills to 
implement their project that include 
mechanical, problem solving, 
artistic, creativity, and organization-
al skills. The Drone Club’s project 
customizes and builds each drone 
they work with. Students utilize 
software, similar to Google Earth, 
to pre-program the drone’s flight 
path. Student’s use a 3-D computer 
modeling program to help them 
print customized parts from a 3-D 
printer. Students replace and 
improve pieces of the drone with 
these custom 3-D designed parts. 
The Drone Club currently utilizes 
outdated drones and materials. 
Thus, the grant would help stu-
dents purchase new drones, a 

camera, a 3-D printer, and the 
filament needed for the printer. 
Should students win the Sam-
sung grant, they will begin as 
soon as they get the equipment 
needed to implement their pro-
ject. 

The Drone Club meets once per 
week all year long, even during 
the summer! Consisting of eight 
students, the team hopes to gain 
more members, who can join the 
club anytime! “Each member of 
the Drone Club has similar inter-
ests, but the team is diverse! 
Each of us brings something to 
the table,” says student Nelli 
Lucas. “The team is really ac-
cepting of anyone, girl or boy,” 
says student Jenna Merritt.  

Samsung will publicly announce 50
state winners, one per each state, 
in early January. Should the Drone 
Club’s project not be chosen as the
winner for the state of Wyoming, a 
classroom donation project has 
been created to help students still 
implement their project via Do-
norsChoose.org. Samsung will 
match donations up to $600. The 
donations received will help stu-
dents acquire the funds needed to 
buy materials, should they not win 
the Samsung Solve for Tomorrow 
grant.  

Students (L-R) Alan Merritt, Jenna Merritt, Nellie Lucas,  
Riley McKeen, David Waite, Joelynn Petrie, and Dylan 
McEvoy pose with the drone they built. (Team member 

Austin Chandler, not pictured)  

We wish the PHS Drone Club good 
luck in their innovative project that 
will no doubt help our community. 

Good luck!   

If you would like to donate to the PHS 
Drone Club and their project, you may 
do so by accessing the following link:  

https://www.donorschoose.org - PHS Drone 

ProjectPHS 3-D Printer 

 

 

  

robotics.  

Mrs. Horton’s sixth grade English class had a 

great day learning.  Sixth grade students 

tuned into American author Jan Brett’s book 

tour live in Cody, WY. The stop in Cody was 

just one of twenty-four stops on the au-

thor’s nationwide book tour, promoting her 

new book, “Snowy Nap”. Students enjoyed 

hot chocolate, candy canes, and popcorn 

while learning more about the writing pro-

cess. Author Jan Brett discussed how she 

writes books, how she illustrates, and the 

inspiration for her writing. Author Jan Brett 

also gave tips for writing, art, creativity, as 

well as an art lesson in drawing the main 

character of her new book. You can see one  

PMS student working with the author, as 

well as the final product!   
Photo Credit: Park Co. Library &  

Powell Middle School 

Hour of Code is a district wide event that empha-
sizes computer science and 21st century careers.

PMS and PHS Robotics went to each of the ele-
mentary schools for "An Hour of Code,"      

introducing elementary students to “code” or 
computer coding.   

Thank you PMS and PHS Robotics for coaching 
our next generation on the possibilities and   

future opportunities in computer science and   

https://www.donorschoose.org/project/flying-drone-to-help-farmers-be-more-pro/3797757/?rf=email-system-2018-12-teacher_promo_expiring-teacher_6048239&challengeid=21312491&utm_source=dc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=teacher_promo_expiring/&utm_swu=9435
https://www.donorschoose.org/project/flying-drone-to-help-farmers-be-more-pro/3797757/?rf=email-system-2018-12-teacher_promo_expiring-teacher_6048239&challengeid=21312491&utm_source=dc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=teacher_promo_expiring/&utm_swu=9435


Fourth grade students, at 
Southside Elementary, hope to 
gain a better understanding of our 
senses and how they can help us 
better understand the world 
around us. As a part of their sci-
ence standards, students worked on a special, hands-on, 
eye dissecting project to determine why people go blind.  

Dissecting a cow’s eye demonstrates learning concepts in 
biology, physics, anatomy, and physiology. Students learn 
how the parts of the eye function and how vision operates 
through this hands-on activity. Students additionally learn 
about human vision by comparing and contrasting the cow 
and human eye.  

A former Ag teacher, Superintendent Jay Curtis, led the 
class and taught students individual structures of the eye. 
Mr. Curtis also explained to students how each part of the 
eye functions. With this knowledge, students gain a better 
understanding of how our vision operates.  

Dissection is important because it:  

 Helps students learn about the 
internal structures of animals. 
 Helps students learn how the 
tissues and organs are interrelated. 
 Gives students an appreciation of 
the complexity of organisms in 
their environment. 

The dissection was gross, 
but really cool!”  

- Colin Martin, Student 

The PHS online newspaper, phsprowl.com, earned the All-
State Online Newspaper Award when 18 student journal-
ists traveled to Riverton for the state journalism conven-

tion. This was Powell’s first time participating in any 
statewide competition. Eighteen teams from all state clas-

sifications participated in the annual fall convention. 
“My immediate reaction after winning the award was I had 
a tremendous amount of pride,”  said Prowl Adviser Mr.Vin 

Cappiello. 

Other than winning, the journalism students also went 
through different journalistic workshops during the day. 

The workshops included: Toxic Communication, The Art of 
Interview, The Lead, Screenwriting for Journalists, Dazzle 
Your Readers with Captivating Captions, and etc. Most of 

the classes were taught by members of the Wyoming 
Press Association or staff from the University of Wyoming 

or Central Wyoming College (the venue for the event).  

PHS Prowl students and adviser Mr. Vin Cappiello pose for a picture 
holding their All-State newspaper award. 

Photo Credit: Dawn Gilbert, Student  
Article Credit: Madi Fields, Student  

The PHS Speech & Debate Team had a special 
guest speaker come and work with them to    

further their talents and skills. 2008  State Champi-
on, Shelby (Moore) Allen met with the team to 

work on Lincoln Douglas and Public Forum. Shelby  
answered many questions from students and 

shared her experience as a past speech and debate 
state champion and national qualifier.   

PHS Speech & Debate Team  & Past State Champion Shelby Allen  

Parents: We have students coming to school not dressed 
appropriately for the weather. The chances of having 

inside recess on extremely cold days are good, but there 
are times students DO go out in temps lower than 40 

degrees. It is always best to send them in winter coats, 
with gloves and a hat, and have students NOT need 

them....rather than have students go outside without 
proper clothing.  

If you need help getting warm clothing for your child, 
please contact the secretary or counselor at your child’s 

school building.  

Article Credit: Westside Elementary  

PMS Students build a 

snowman as they enjoy 

the cold weather. 

Photo Credit: Powell Middle School  

Southside students were in for a special treat! Our School 
Resource Officer, Trevor Carpenter, and Powell Police 

Officer, Caleb Schmidt, spent the lunch hour serving lunch 
to students at Southside Elementary! The Powell Police 

Department has helped implement a new program in 
PCSD1 schools for patrol officers called, “Adopt a School.” 

The program helps get officers into all the schools, in-
creasing campus security for our students and staff. This is 
also a great opportunity for students and staff members to 

get the chance to meet other great police officers that 
serve our great community. Thank you PPD, our students 

loved having you!  
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